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* Include 3 hardcopies of necessary forms in the mailing submission. 

The following section contains all the project research forms that are required for the MIT 
THINK Competition 2009.  

Note: While certain research forms are required for all research and engineering projects, 
exceptions are given for the idea proposal submissions that involve neither experimentation nor 
actual engineering product constructions. Applicants of the idea proposal category do not 
need to submit the following research forms.  

 
Research Forms: All students conducting research involving vertebrate animals, human 
subjects, tissue, recombinant DNA, microbes, or potentially hazardous biological agents or 
hazardous chemicals, activities or devices, must sign special research forms to indicate pre-
approval from authorized sponsor(s) (teachers or mentors) given beforehand.  

• Hazardous Chemicals: All studies involving the use of chemicals that require experiments 
to be conducted in hoods must be preapproved by authorized sponsors. All studies involving 
these chemicals are prohibited in a home environment.  

• Potentially Hazardous Biological Agents: All studies involving the use of micro-organisms 
(including bacteria, viruses, viroids, prions, rickettsia, fungi, and parasites), recombinant 
DNA (rDNA) technologies or human or animal fresh tissues, blood, or body fluids require 
pre-approval by the authorized sponsor(s). All studies in these areas of research are 
prohibited in a home environment. Research projects in these areas of research are now 
classified into biosafety levels that require appropriate biosafety containment.  

• Bacteria/Mold – Many students collect bacteria in a home environment. This is acceptable 
as long as they are immediately transported to a laboratory with the appropriate level of 
biosafety containment.  

• Vertebrate Research Form: All studies involving the use of veterbrate animals must be 
preapproved by authorized sponsors. All studies in these areas of research need to be carried 
out in the sanitary, safe and supervised environment beyond home setting.  

• Human Research Form: All studies involving the use of human as subjects must be 
preapproved by authorized sponsors. All studies in these areas should follow the IRB 
guidelines. A simplified version of IRB rules includes the following several questions to 
consider: (1) Are the risks reasonable in relation to the benefits? (2) Are the risks minimized? 
(3) Is the selection of participants equitable considering the goals of the experiment? (4) 
What is the informed consent, and has it been obtained? (5) Has informed consent been 
adequately documented? (6) Are the privacy and confidentiality of the participant protected? 
(7) Are the data monitored and the risk assessment re-evaluated during the course of a study? 
  
 

All forms are also available for download at http://www.mittechfair.org/think/application.php. 
For any questions about research forms, please e-mail techfair-think@mit.edu. 



 
 

This form is required for all projects that involve the use of hazardous chemical. Please attach additional 
pages if the spaces provided are not enough.  

Student’s Name:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Project Title: __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Hazardous Chemical Information: 

List the Hazardous Chemicals, Activities, Devices: 

 

 

Asses the risks: 

 

 

 

Describe the Safety Precautions used:  

 

 

 

Adult Sponsor Approval: 

I have read and approved the safety precautions listed above, and I certify that I will provide direct 
supervision when the student conducts these tasks.  

 

Adult Sponsor Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Signature: ____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________ 



 

This form is required for all projects involving hazardous biological materials. Please attach additional 
pages if the spaces provided are not enough.  

Student’s Name:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Project Title: __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Hazardous Biological Material Information: 

List the hazardous biological materials used, including tissues, organs of organisms used.  

 

 

 

Discuss how these tissues or organs will be obtained? 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult Sponsor Approval: 

I verify that that the student will work only with the organs, tissues, and cells. If vertebrate animals were 
euthanized for the project, they were euthanized for either the student’s research or for other research 
conducted in the same facility.  I certify that the blood, tissues, and other materials will be handled based 
on safety procedures.  

 

Adult Sponsor Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Signature: ____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________ 



 

This form is required for all projects involving vertebrate research. Please attach additional pages if the 
spaces provided are not enough.  

Student’s Name:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Project Title: __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Vertebrate Research Information 

Type of animal to be used: 

 

Describe animal care facilities: 

 

 

How will research be done upon this animal? 

 

 

 

What will happen to the animals upon the end of the experiment?  

 

 

Adult Sponsor Approval 

I certify that I have reviewed the research and the animal facilities with the student and that I will provide 
veterinary medical care for the student in cases of emergency.  I certify that I will directly supervise the 
project. 

 

Adult Sponsor Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Signature: ____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________ 



 

This form is required for all projects involving human test subjects. Please attach additional pages if the 
spaces provided are not enough.  

Student’s Name:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Project Title: __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Human Research Information:  

How will the human subjects be used for your study: 

 

Duration of Subject Involvement: 

 

 

Describe any potential risk or discomfort: 

 

 

Describe the procedures used to minimize risk: 

 

 

Please include Human Subject Consent: 

 

 

Adult Sponsor Approval: 

I certify that that I understand the conditions and risks involved in the experiment and that I will provide 
supervision for the project in all situations. 

Adult Sponsor Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Signature: ____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________ 


